
 

Asbestos Trust Statistics as at 30 June 2010  

Total Number of Claim Enquiries Received 
Asbestos Relief Trust Enquiries:  12,663  

Kgalagadi Relief Trust Enquiries:  1,279 

Dual (ART & KRT) Enquiries:  1,618 

Environmental Claims:     315 

Total Enquiries:   15,875 
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ASBESTOS BULLETINASBESTOS BULLETIN   

 Asbestos Relief Trust Kgalagadi Relief Trust 

 

Claims Paid Pending Payments Claims Paid Pending Payments 

No. Amount No. Amount No. Amount No. Amount 

ARD 1 2530 R99,809,366 112 R3,671,668 786 R26,640,825 52 R1,38,720 

ARD 2 321 R26,168,464 11 R440,596 110 R7,409,701 9 R492,366 

ARD 3 42 R6,897,184 9 R1,151,633 24 R3,082,452 8 R985,891 

ARD 4 183 R63,693,857 7 R2,437,874 81 R25,743,941 4 R538,810 

Total 3076 R196,568,871 139 R7,701,771 R62,876,919 73 R2,017,067 1001 

Kgalagadi Relief Trust (KRT) Introduces New Grant Model 

News in Brief  

• Buddy Training held in Johannesburg — Johannesburg People 

Living with Cancer (PLWC) group had a cancer Buddy training session 

at the Donald Gordon Oncology Unit on the 17th and 18th of July 2010 

for 30 attendees.  The group worked together to prepare cancer 

survivors and caregivers to reach out to newly diagnosed patients in 

their region in future.  More information can be found on:  http://

plwc.org.za/blog/category/johannesburg/ 

• Seized Zim asbestos mining company now a shadow of its former 

self — Zimbabwe’s Shabanie & Mashaba Mines (SMM), which mines 

asbestos in the South –West of the country, remains comatose and 

could soon collapse if urgent intervention is not forthcoming.  The 

asbestos-mining entity was placed under curatorship following owner 

Mutumva Mawere’s flight to South Africa several years ago after falling 

out with President Robert Mugabe’s government and the subsequent 

seizure of his companies.  If he returns to Zimbabwe, Mawere faces 

arrest for ‘extemalising’ foreign currency almost a decade ago.  More 

information can be found on:  http://www.miningweekly.com/article/

siezed-zim-asbestos-miner-now-a-shadow-of-its-former-self-2010-07-
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• Mesothelioma Trial Awards Woman $5.2 Million — In an asbestos-

related case taking place in Utah earlier this year, a woman received 

$5.2 million after becoming diagnosed with the rare cancer peritoneal 

mesothelioma.  As a teenager and young adult, Ms Vickie Warren 

helped her father build homes and duplexes. It is believed she was 

exposed to asbestos-containing joint compounds during this time. The 

joint compounds were used to seal seams on wallboards, ceilings and 

floorings within the homes. Ms Warren lived in one of the homes for 14 

years.  More information can be found on: http://www.asbestos.com/

news/2010/07/21/mesothelioma-trial-awards-woman-5-2-million/ 

• Mourners at the Italy Eternit Trial — On 12 July 2010 many people 

from Casale went to Court wearing a black ribbon on their arms, 

mourning the death of Luisa Minazzi, school headmaster, active 

member of Legambiente (environmental NGO in Italy), formerly 

responsible for the environmental problems in Casale, who died on 6 

July of mesothelioma. More information can be found on:  http://

asbestosinthedock.ning.com/profiles/blogs/field-report-day-19-

mourners 

• Dangers in the Dust—inside the global asbestos trade - LON-

DON, UK / WASHINGTON, DC: Banned or restricted in more than 50 

countries, white asbestos continues to be widely used in China, India, 

Russia and Brazil, and many developing nations, according to 

Dangers in the Dust, a joint report by the International Consortium of 

Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) and the BBC's International News 

Services.  Asbestos production is holding steady at around 2 million 

metric tons per year. Top producers Russia, Canada, and Brazil 

account for nearly three-quarters of the world supply.   More informa-

tion can be found on:    http://www.bizcommunity.com/

Article/196/11/50284.html , released on 22 July 2010. 

• Cadbury Bournville worker compensated for asbestos exposure 

- A former publications officer at Cadbury's Bournville factory has 

received £100.000 compensation after developing the fatal asbestos-

related cancer mesothelioma.  Brian Harrrison, 76, from Manchester, 

worked for Cadbury between 1954 to 1962.  He spent much of his 

time interviewing colleagues who had interesting stories to tell or were 

retiring, for publication in the monthly work magazine.  Mr Harrison 

recalls, from time to time interviewing workers who would be stripping 

and repairing asbestos insulated pipe work.  He was diagnosed with 

mesothelioma in July 2009.  More information can be found on:  http://

www.thompsons.law.co.uk/ntext/worker-compensated-asbestos-

exposure.htm 

• CNA Sell Asbestos Liabilities to Berkshire Hathaway’s NIC Unit 

— U.S. investor Warren Buffett has negotiated a $2 billion dollar 

deal where Berkshire Hathaway Inc.’s National Indemnity Co. unit 

will acquire U.S. insurer CNA’s asbestos and other environmental 

liabilities.  More information can be found on: http://

www.mesothelioma-attorney.com/mesothelioma-headlines/CNA-Sell-

Asbestos-Liabilities-to-Berkshire-Hathaways-NIC-Unit/673 

Interpreting the Statistics (Definitions) 
 

• Enquiries:  refers to the total number of individuals who seek to lodge a claim with either of the asbestos trust and will include individuals who may or may 
not meet all the criteria to lodge a claim. 

• Dual Enquiries: refers to individuals who seek to lodge a claim with both the Asbestos and Kgalagadi Relief Trusts 
• Pending Payments:  refers to claims that have been approved for payment but not yet paid due to outstanding banking details and or the signed Release 

and Discharge form. 
• ARD1:  means asbestos related pleural thickening and/or asbestosis with mild to moderate lung function impairment 
• ARD2:  means asbestos related pleural thickening and/or asbestosis, with severe lung function impairment  
• ARD3:  means asbestos related lung cancer 
• ARD4:  means mesothelioma 

New Model for Grant Administration of the 
Kgalagadi Relief Trust 

1. The KRT trustees agreed on 21 April 2010 to imple-
ment a new model for the award of compensation to 
qualifying claimants, back dated to 1 March 2010. 

2. This followed a notification from the founder’s attor-
neys on 22 January 2010 that, on the basis of the 
current grant administration model, the projected 
grant liability to 2026 would far exceed the amount 
provided for. 

3. The founder’s attorneys recommended to the trustees 
that :  

♦ Social responsibility funds should in future be used 

for making grants rather than supporting community 
projects; 

♦ No inflation linked increases should be made to the 
grant schedule; 

♦ A cap should be introduced for payment of grants to 
mesothelioma patients; and 

♦ A higher minimum impairment should be set for the 
acceptance of ARD1 claimants. 

4. The Trustees duly agreed to implement these recom-
mendations taking into account the requirements of the 
Trust Deed, the funding constraints outlined by the 
founders and the considerations of equity, fairness and 
administrative justice. 

In terms of the new model:  

♦ Stricter diagnostic criteria for ARD1 will be intro duced.  The diagnostic criteria for ARD2, ARD3 and ARD4 
remain unchanged. 

♦ A new grant schedule will be introduced:  

⇒ Qualifying claimants who have experienced “KRT only ” exposure will receive a set amount for each dis-
ease category, regardless of the skills level, expo sure location (e.g. above/below ground; occupationa l/
environmental) or age. 

⇒ As of 1 March 2010, the set amount is as follows:  

• ARD1—R28 000 

• ARD2—R70 000 

• ARD3—R210 000 

• ARD4—(occupational or environmental) - R280 000 

⇒ If the claimant was exposed to other sources of asb estos, the set amount will be adjusted to reflect t he 
proportion of KRT exposure relative to other exposu res. 

⇒ The notional or actual ODMWA payment made to the qu alifying payment will no longer be deducted from 
the KRT grant.  

⇒ Dependents will receive 50% of the set amount that have been payable to the deceased claimant  

New KRT Grant Model Details 



Staff Interest 
India's expanding use of asbestos brings dire 

warnings  

Prieska is situated on the south bank of the 
Orange River at the foot of the Doringberg and 
it was originally named Prieschap, a Khoisan 
word meaning "place of the lost she-goat". The 
town is 240 km south of Kimberley and was 
founded in 1882. In 2007 the town had a popu-
lation of 11,187. 

In Prieska Robert Devenish has resigned him-
self to an agonising death of asbestos-induced 
cancer, a silent but cruel killer stalking mining 
communities in South Africa’s Northern Cape 
province. “Nobody wants to die suffering, but 
we don’t all have a choice,” said the 64-year-
old former mine employee who was diagnosed 
with mesothelioma last December and given 
months to live. Mesothelioma is a non-curable 
cancer of the lung lining that can take up to 40 
years from asbestos exposure to develop. It 
condemns its victims to a painful and breath-
less end, usually about 18 months after diag-
nosis. 

Devenish is one of tens of thousands of South 
Africans, most of them in small Northern Cape 
towns, who contracted asbestos-related dis-
eases - a hangover from the country’s heyday 
as one of the world’s top producers of the sub-
stance believed as far back as the 1920s to 
pose serious health risks. Asbestos mining 
stopped in South Africa in the mid-1980s, but 
people are still being diagnosed with ARDs like 
mesothelioma and asbestosis on a regular 
basis, while many more continue to be at risk 
from unrehabilitated sites. 

Foreign-owned mining companies have in the 
past six years paid out tens of millions of dol-
lars in settlements from which an estimated 
10,000 South African victims of their asbestos 
extracting activities have benefited so far. 
Mesothelioma sufferers like Devenish got 
28,000 rand (just over 4,000 dollars, 2,800 
euros) each, small comfort for a dying man. At 
a time that he should have been welcoming 
retirement, Devenish is instead packing up 
house with his wife, Anna, and moving from the 
remote settlement of Marydale to a smaller 
home in a bigger town where she can remain 
after his death. 

Prieska doctor Gideon Smith said his longest 
surviving mesothelioma patient died two years 
after being diagnosed. But some are known to 
have lived for five years. Smith says he diag-
nosed five to 10 cases of mesothelioma per 
year in the town of about 20,000. “Every time 
somebody comes to me with a lung ailment, 
the first thought is asbestos. It is almost always 
the case,” said Smith. One of his patients, 68-
year-old Petrus van Nell, has taken to bed with 
mesothelioma without much hope of rising from 
it again.  

Like many others, he grew up on asbestos 
mines and worked as a youngster at crushing 
stones for pocket money.   

In a small house nearby, mesothelioma suf-
ferer Magrieta Esau, 52, is on a permanent 
course of morphine. She grew up on asbestos 
mines, later worked on one, and lost both par-
ents to ARDs.“The asbestos was everywhere, 
even our homes. But nobody ever warned us,” 
she said. “As children, we played on the asbes-
tos mine heaps. And we were sometimes paid 

small change for helping to crush the stones. “I 
am angry. It is hard to make peace with the 
fact that the rest of my life will be full of pain.  

S o u r c e :  h t t p : / /
archdeaconkaren.blogspot.com/2010/06/day-17-
prieska.html 

A blogger’s view on the effect of 
asbestos mining in Prieska 

Every day, the 
swirling waters 
of the Arabian 
Sea bring 
misery to 
Alang, the 
world's largest 
shipbreaking 
yard, in 
western India's 
Gujarat state. 
An estimated 55,000 workers, unmindful of the lethal 
effects of asbestos-laden material in the vessels, slave 
for long hours taking apart old ships and, in the 
process, are exposed to deadly fibers. 
 

The Indian government is aware of the risks but loath to 
interfere: The men need jobs, and India's economy, 
among the world's fastest-growing, needs secondary 
steel from the beached vessels. 
"Reclamation and recycling," said Pravin Nagarsheth, 
the president of the Iron Steel Scrap and Shipbreakers 
Association of India, "is a highly lucrative business." 
 

One hundred-twenty miles north of Alang, workers at 
hundreds of dusty asbestos factories in the city of 
Ahmedabad face similar hazards in the name of 
economic development: lung cancer, asbestosis and a 
rapacious malignancy called mesothelioma, usually 
found in the chest cavity. In this case the end product is 
asbestos sheet, widely used in construction. 

The two locales are centers of an emerging epidemic of 
asbestos-related disease in India. 
 

Valued for its heat and fire resistance, asbestos was 
once widely used worldwide, but 52 countries ban or 
restrict it now. The use of the mineral is banned entirely 
in the European Union. In the United States - where it's 
blamed for some 200,000 deaths and has cost the 
industry $70 billion in damages and litigation expenses 
- asbestos use is limited to a handful of products, such 
as automobile brakes and gaskets, and rarely used 
even in those. 

 

In India, however, 
asbestos use is 
booming. 
The country is 
now the world's 
second- la rges t 
asbestos market, 
b e h i n d  o n l y 
China, consuming 
nearly 386,000 
tons in 2008. The 

industry generates more than $850 million a year in 
revenue, and it directly employs 300,000 people; 
indirectly, it supports as many as 3 million more. 
Backed by a powerful lobby, asbestos use in India has 
risen by 83 percent since 2004, according to 
government figures. Given evidence of poor workplace 
safety and weak regulations, such widespread use 
could prove disastrous, health experts said.  Source: 
http://www.vancouversun.com/health/India+expanding+
asbestos+brings+dire+warnings/3306427/story.html 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS LOCAL NEWS 

 

Suzanne Benson is based at the 
Johannesburg office.  She participated 
in the Discovery 702 Walk the Talk on 
Sunday, 25 July 2010.  She completed 
30km in 5 hours.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
      Well done Suzanne. 
 

Editor: Tina da Cruz 

Contributors:  Baso Nodada, Tina da Cruz, Brian Gibson, Lynette Byrne 

The Editor welcomes contributions, comments and suggestions. 

 

For China, it seems, the 
worst is yet to come. 
Asbestos wasn’t used exten-
sively in the country until 
Deng Xiaoping’s reforms in 
the late 1970s triggered a 
surge of development. Given 
the lag time between expo-
sure to asbestos fibers and 
the onset of disease, health 
experts say, the country’s prodigious appetite for the mineral will 
have lethal consequences into the middle of this century. 
 
Jukka Takala, director of the European Agency for Safety and 
Health at Work, says that the annual death toll from mesothelioma, 
lung cancer, and other asbestos-related diseases in China may 
reach 15,000 by 2035. It’s the price the nation will pay for being the 
world’s top asbestos consumer and for failing until recently to 
address health risks associated with asbestos mining and manufac-
ture. In 2007, China used 626,000 metric tons of raw fiber — more 
than twice that of the next largest consumer, India. It is also the 
world’s second-largest producer, mining some 280,000 metric tons 
of the mineral in 2008.  Source: http://www.publicintegrity.org/
investigations/asbestos/articles/entry/2194/ 

China — A Ravenous Appetite for Asbestos 

Important Upcoming Events:  

• Asbestos Relief Trust & Kgalagadi Relief Trust Annual General Meeting - Johannesburg Country Club, 22 Sep-
tember 2010 

If you would like to attend, please RSVP (artinfo@asbestostrust.co.za)                  

by 27 August 2010  

• International Mesothelioma Interest Groups' 10th Scientific Meeting 

         Kyoto, Japan - Aug 31 - Sep 3, 2010 Contact Us 

www.asbestostrust.co.za / 
artinfo@asbestostrust.co.za 

Tel:  (011) 482 1000 

Fax: (011) 726 3880 

Above: Workers at an asbestos mine in Udaipur, India, 

toil under dangerous conditions.  

Above: Banned or restricted in 52 countries, 

asbestos use is growing quickly in developing 

countries like India.  

Above: The Chinese village of Shimiankuang (literally, 

Asbestos Mine), in the northwest province of Qinghai. 

Doctors and scientists have urged the Quebec government to 
rethink resuming mining in the Canadian town of Asbestos. 
Quebec is still planning on continuing with mining the deadly 
fibre even though it has been banned in 30 countries. 

Despite warnings that asbestos was the cause of 500,000 
cancer victims in Western Europe alone, Canadian asbestos 
producers continue to promote and sell the fibre worldwide, 
especially to developing nations. Asbestos is used as a binder 
in cement, as insulation, it is also used in anti-fire walls.  

Even the Canadian Cancer Society and medical associations 
have urged the government of Quebec not to grant the $60m 
loan to Jeffrey Asbestos Mines that would enable the company 
to re-open the facility. Advocates of the project however say that 
the kind of fibre mined there is not as dangerous as other as-
bestos fibres. 

Serge Boislard who heads the pro-chrysotile movement said: 
"We are not saying there is no risk, but that it is lower than for 
other asbestos fibres, such as amphibole.  Source: 
http://www.newstime.co.za/Business/Canada_to_resume_mining_dead
ly_asbestos_/8347/ 

Canada to resume mining deadly asbestos  

Right:  Johannesburg 

staff member Suzanne 

Benson 


